
  
April 25, 2008 

 
 

Public Comments Processing 
Attn:  FWS-R6-ES-2008-0026 
Division of Policy and Directives Management 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
4401 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 222 
Arlington, VA           22203 
 
Re: Proposed Revised Critical Habitat for Canada Lynx 
 
The Montana Forest Owners Association (MFOA) hereby submits its comments regarding the USFWS 
proposed Revised Critical Habitat designation for the Canada Lynx on non-industrial private lands in 
Montana: 
 

• Critical habitat designation on non-industrial private lands for the Canada Lynx is not needed.  
Like most other landowners, MFOA members consider wildlife to be a product and priority for their 
property as a well-managed forest.  As such, federal designation is not necessary to put lynx and lynx 
habitat needs to the attention of Montana forest landowners.  An overwhelming majority of the 
Montana landbase currently supporting lynx is found on state and federal forest land.  

   
• Critical habitat could put forest landowners on a conflicting path with fuel load reduction.  In 

areas like Wildland-Urban Interface zones, the expectation that forest landowners will manage their 
property for dense coniferous forests desirable for snowshoe hares, the lynx primary prey, is 
contradictory to state, county and community pressure landowners now experience to thin their forests 
for fire safety.  This is a conflicting regulatory action that could put people, property and habitat for 
other wildlife species at risk.  

 
• Non-industrial private forest lands are not necessarily lynx habitat.  The “primary constituent 

element” most necessary for lynx use of coniferous forests in Montana is the dominant presence of 
spruce and true firs that comprise the “boreal forest” habitat that lynx typically forage and den in.  
Without this component, forests are likely not supporting lynx and would not be deemed “critical”.  
The FWS did not have forest inventory data available to them when they mapped potential “critical 
habitat” and used surrogate features, such as the 4000-foot contour to draw their lines. More accurate 
forest conditions should be delineated. 

  
• Who pays for lynx habitat management?  If the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service designates private 

property as critical habitat, who will pay for management that they might require to create, maintain or 
promote lynx use, such as more detailed harvesting plans, changes to thinning programs or retention of 
mature forests for denning habitat? 
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• Economic impacts to private forest owners as a result of CH designation.  It is very likely there 

could be direct economic impacts of critical habitat designation on private property if a property 
owner needs a federal permit for future management, such as a bridge or culvert across a major 
waterway.  Indirect impacts will result from the designation due to resulting city, county or state 
regulations recognizing the presence of federally-designated critical habitat on private property.  
Future value and use of private property would likely be adversely affected by this proposed federal 
designation. 

    
 
The Montana Forest Owners Association (MFOA) is a non-profit organization directed by a voluntary board 
of non-industrial private forest landowners, also known as family forest landowners.  MFOA currently has 
125 members representing approximately 250,000 acres of land.  MFOA seeks to further the economic, 
educational and policy interests of family forest landowners.  MFOA is able to provide policy issues 
development, support educational workshops beyond the Forest Stewardship program, and provide a family 
forest information website.  However, maintaining the website, identifying forestry issues and engaging in 
selected policy activities are MFOA’s key objectives.  When managing multiple resources of the forest, we 
are sensitive to environmental concerns and implement our objectives accordingly.  Whether landowners own 
one, ten, a hundred or thousands of acres, family forest lands are often strategically placed and contribute 
significantly to Montana's economic, wildlife, cultural and recreational values. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
      Debra Parker Foley 
 
      Debra Foley, President 
      Montana Forest Owners Association 
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